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religion.” - | . 
Hoge nem father, pray tell me what you do 


”«T Beliove in Sag Nelly, 
vealed tome. I believe in the ministrations of angels, 
who come to us in times of need — who come in trials, 
in afflictions and temptations, fortifying our wavering 
resolutions, soothing our anguished hearts, clearing our 


mental vision and nerving us for the battle of life. T 


am not one of those who believe the dead are far re- 
moved from us: they are all about us, 
, ‘ walking the earth 

Unseen, both when we sleep, and when we wake.’ 

And it is a question with me, whether Iam more in- 
debted to the untiring influence of friends who have 
preceded me to heaven, than to that exerted over me 
by friends who walk the world beside me.” 

‘*But why do you believe this, father —'what evi- 
dence have you?” 

“T believe it, child, because I can’t help believing 
it — just as I believe in the existence of God, or the 
immortality of the soul. They are beliefs to which 
I, and all mankind with me, instinctively and naturally 
incline.” 

“ But, father, if one could but once see one of these 
ministering angels! Have you ever met one?” she 
asked, suddenly, observing a certain queer expression 
on her father’s face. 

“ Yes,” said Mr. Lawrence, hesitating a moment, 
“yes, Nelly, I think I have.” 

“Why, father! when? “where? “how Tong ago? 
Do tell me all about it?” And Nelly’s young face 
glowed with enthusiasm and wonder. 

There was another listener to this announcement, who 
was as much electrified by it as Nelly. This was Mrs. 
Lawrence, who sat by the open window, with her work- 
box before her, busily employed in putting the last del- 
icate trimmings of buttons and lace to a muslin basque, 
in the completion of which Nelly evinced so much in- 
terest as to leave no doubt for whom it was intended. 
Dropping her work in her lap, and putting back from 
her face the profusion of chestnut hair which had fallen 
somewhat forward, from the inclination of her head as 
she sewed, she looked at her husband in perfect amaze- 
ment. ' 

“Why, George! what do you mean?” You frighten 
me! Did you say you had seen a spirit? ” 

‘“No, not that, Anna. I said I believed I had once 
met an angel —and I think I did.” 

‘Now, my dear husband,” said the sweet-looking 
little lady, her violet eyes looking entreaty, and her 
peach-bloom complexion heightening a trifle, “ don’t 
go to telling either Nell or me any ghost stories, I be- 
seech you. Nelly is now the greatest’ coward living — 
and as for me, you know I am afraid to go over my own 
house in the dark, or to step out of bed in the night un- 
til a lamp is lit.” ; 

“ Oh, yes, father; do, do tell it!” said the eager Nel- 
ly; “I'll promise not to be frightened! If there’s 
any thing I so delight in, it is these beautiful, bewitch- 
ing, marvellous ghost stories. Don’t forbid it, mother! 
Is it a very frightful story, father ?” 

“ Not atall frightful, Nelly ; and with your mother’s 
consent you shall hear it.” _ aes Sime es ; 
«Ap Sl on, Mi HATIRROR RIA NA 
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in which I was reared. I was not at al 


be- | Strained in childhood, and was seldom brought w 
jeven temporary control: and as.a matter of course, by. 
as it has been re- | the time I was in-my teens, I ruled the wntire 


hold. : hwo 
“ My father hoped to make a lawyer of me — not so 

much from a liking for the profession, as beeatise he 

thought it furnished a good. stepping-stone to political life, 

which he was so ambitious to see me enter. At sixteen 

I was sent to college. I had no great fondness for study, 

but an inordinate love of fun and frolic; and as I was 

in high health, liberally supplied with money by my too 

indulgent father, reckless and impulsive, I was, of course, 
in all sorts of scrapes and sprees. 

‘I was an immense favorite with my class-mates, 
who always tried to:shield me from detection and _pun- 
ishment, but, notwithstanding this, my graceless acts 
were frequently ferreted out, and reprimands or suspen- 
sion were sure to follow. My father remonstrated,, 
threatened, expostulated, cut short my allowance of pock- 
et money, and resorted to the various schemes usually 
adopted by fathers to head off their sons, who are bent 
on running the road to ruin— but he effected nothing. 
My dear mother held many and many a long and tearful 
téte-a-téte with me, in which she endeavored to impress 
me with a sense of my obligations to. my country and 
my God —talking always in her kind and gentle way, 
which moved me more than my father’s.curt and em- 
phatic utterances, 

‘But it was my sister Cornelia, or Nelly,.as,. we 
called her, who influenced me most powerfully. Had 
she lived, I might have continued in college, have prac- 
tised law, and, unless my father’s views had changed, 
might have become a politician, and perhaps — Heaven 
save the mark !—an oflice-holder. My sister wished to 
see my father’s plans for me carried out, merely becaure 
they were his plans, not that she had any sympathy with 
him upon this point. If her death had not.arrived too 
early for my welfare, should have been saved many a 
guilty deed. Only one other being ever had. the influ- 
ence over me that Nelly had. I was in her hands like 
wax, and could she have accompanied me. to college, I 
should have been proof against all the wiles and allure- 
ments that lead students astray. 

“ Ah, how vividly at this momentdoes my. sainted sis- 
ter rise before me:)’’, continued. Mr. Lawrence, the ex- 
pression of his face softened by tender memories of the 
dead which rushed upon him, and his humid eyes wear- 
ing an introverted look, which told that he was looking 
not with his mortal powers of vision, but with the eyes 
of his spirit. ‘I see her now, just as.she’looked twen- 
ty years ago, when her beautiful eyes, her abundance of 
glossy, wavy, shining hair, ber purity of complexion, 
her figure of delicate, willowy grace, her inimitable 
witebery of voico.and manuer, and her unaffcted good- 
ness of heart made her the pride and. boast of our vil- 
lage. Ah, Anna, among all the lovely women you have 
since met in this country and in Europe, have you ever 
met with Nelly’s peer in beauty and purity? Have you 
ever??? . 


Mrs. Lawrence was in tears: any allusion to the | 


adored friend of her childhood always her ten- 


‘derly, and she could only reply by an emphatic shake of | 


the head. Mr. Lawrence resumed his story, while Nel- 
ly, laying aside her embroidery, pushed her stool close 
‘to her mother’s chair, and laid her headin her lap. Im- 
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“She died, and for a time, it seemed as if the very sun 
were stricken from the heavens, as if the whole world 
were dead, and I its.only inhabitant, so utter was the 
loneliness and desolation that overwhelmed me. I could 
not return tomy studies ; the motive power that led.me 
on in them, irregularly to be sure, was removed ; and I 
felt an inexpressible disgust at the thought of returning 
to the dry and dull routine of life I-had led. 

‘Subdued. by this crushing affliction, and softened to 
pity by the sight of my sufferings, my father forgot his. 
ambition, and without a remonstranee consented that I 
should abandon my studies, and enter-upon mercantile 
life, whose bustle and excitement suited. me better than 
the quiet, of a studious life. ' 

“The usual preliminaries. were arranged, and I found 
myself in a few weeks after in the city of New York, 
a clerk in the large establishment of B——, M——, & 
Co. The change was at first beneficial, I became in- 
terested in my new life, and my deep and wearing grief 
for the death of my sister gradually assumed a softened 
melancholy, which acted for atime as a talisman to 
keep me beyond the reach of temptation. 

“Tt was but for a time. New. York was the very last 
place in the world for a young => Wke myself. My 
mercurial temperament, my love of eonviviality and fun, 
the fear of ridicule, and above all, the absence of the 
restraining influences of home, — thése all e@hspired to 
Make-me an easy prey to the seductive influences of 
evil, with which New York abounds. I will not go in- 
to the details of this part of my history. Suffice it to 
say that in my recklessness, I injured no one but myself. 
I defrauded no man of his money, and when my win- 
nings at the gaming table emptied too thoroughly the 
pockets of my comrades, I shared with them my illicit 
gains. TI enticed’no young man from his purity to our 
dissipated haunts, I did no wrong to the innocence of 
womun, not even in thought. But my laugh was the 
loudest at the revel, my song the most irresistibly comic, 
in its matter and manner, my wit the most pungent, my 
joke the most telling. I was «hail fellow, well met? 
with all the rowdy, roystering cletks of the city; my 
place was occupied at the gaming table, and midnight 
supper, where young men who were prayed for at home, 
and on whose future course trembled the happiness of 
parents, brothers and sisters, held nightly orgies that 
might have vied with those of the heathen ‘Bacchantes. 

“T tremble when I recall that period. “What saved 
me from deeper depths of sin —what, but the sleepless 
vigilance of that sainted sister, who from the serene 
heavens kept guard over me? ‘There were times when 
the memory of her monitions, and lofty aims for me, 
her sisterly care, and undying Jove, came rushing over 
me so powerfully, that I have dropped the goblet inthe 
height of the revel, have stopped abruptly in the midst | 
of the ribald song or jest, and ¢ -a hasty retreat to | 
my lodgings have wept over my frenzied folly and mad- 
ness. . . 
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my own flesh, and struck with my clenched hands against 
the railing, until it was reddened with my blood. 

“Suddenly some one behind me pronouriced my 
name, and turning, I was accosted by a man whom I had 
frequently: met in New York during the last six months, 
who had often befriénded me, and had supplied me lib- 
erally with funds'when my pockets were empty. With 
kind words and friendly offices he soothed me, without 
appearing to notice my perturbation, and having ascer- 
tained that I was wholly destitute of resources, he sup- 
plied me bountifully from bis always well-filled purse. 
Gradually and artfully he felt the pulse of my moral 
nature ; and when he saw that he was secure, he unfold- 
ed to me his oceupation and his purposes. He was one 
of an extensive gang of counterfeiters, who had for 
years pursued their illegal calling, undetected, and he 
proposed that I should join them. With much cunning 
sophistry he madé counterfeiting a small affair — rather 
a good joke upon community than a erime, while he 
referred to the experience of the company with which 
he was connected, to-show how safe a business it was — 
how easy to avoid detection. He dwelt much on my 
pitiable condition — dependent upon a father who dealt 
out pecuniary supplies with a niggardly hand, or else 
compelled to rely upon the generosity of my compan- 
ions, or trust to my wits, which were not very fertile in 
inventions to obtain money. ‘ The world already damned 
me for my misdeeds,’ he said, ‘and on the principle that 
“‘one might as well be hung for an old sheep as a 
lamb,”’ he urged me to go in for the wages of sin, and 
‘to have the game as well as the name.’ 

“ At last, after much urging, reasoning, and persuad- 
ing, I consented. He gaye me five hundred dollars in 
counterfeit money, in notes of various denominations, 
with which to commence operations, We parted at Al- 
bany, with the understanding that we were to meet 
again.in a month, in New York, when a future plan was 
to be decided upon, as also the terms with which I was 
to be supplied with spurious money. Before leaving 
Albany, I purchased ‘small quantities of strychnine of 
various druggists, resolved, if detected, to end both my 
shame and my life together,” 

At this point of the story, Nelly, who had become 
more and more agitated every moment, shrieked out, 
putting her bands over her ears, Stop, father! stop, 
father! I won’t hear it! It’s too terrible; don’t tell 
me another word! I won’t hear it!” While Mrs. Law- 
renee, who had ceased to weep, and who gat upright, with 
compressed lips, a pale face, and eyes of fire, looking 
sternly at her husband, reiterated her daughier’s wish 
— ‘Yes, do stop! I cannot hear it!” ; 

“You must hear it,” said Mr, Lawrence; “you 
must now hear me through. It will not do for me to stop 


now. * In justice to me, you must hear the remainder of | a 
my story. So, calm yourself, Nelly, and you too, Anna, | be 


and listen. Iam reading you a chapter of my history | 
known only toGod. ' ; 


--*“Treturmed to my father’s house with the sophistical 
and crafty words of my so:-divant tan still ringjr 


mae . pied be 


| 


. aah 
Vk be aa 
# ‘ fae 
@ “a8, | ¥ i 
se ber tg cma ae 
ee eee ae 


Brean 4 ee TN it oh 0 eo] Gwe : 
wo oe ve OT | » . de) . 


“* No,’ I replied, ‘ not for a year.’ 

“* Come now, then,’ she said, ‘ before the frosts des- 
poil it of its beauty, altogether ;’ and without waiting a 
reply, she turned back, while I, irresistibly led on, 
walked beside her, and ina moment, we stood within 
the little enclosure, where my sister had lain for more 
than two years. A tidal sea of emotion, thought and 
memory flooded my soul— what I was, what I might 
haye been, what I was hastening to be — all, all passed 
before me in panoramic order, and I groaned aloud, 
‘Nelly, Nelly, would to God you had not died !’ 

“* Nelly is not dead,” said my angelic companion, 
*she still lives, and is not far from us. Could we see 
with the eyes of our spirit, I feel that we should at this 
moment perceive her beside us, gazing into our souls, 
and sympathizing with every good and true aim of our 
lives.’ ; 

“Little did my companion dream of the power of 
her words upon me. With more than a sorcerer’s art, 
they brought my dead sister from the grave before me 
— I felt her cold hand upon my arm —T saw her large 
eyes looking searchingly into my soul—and I heard 
‘her voice, low and thrilling — ‘ my brother, you dare 
not do this crime! You dare. not!” 

‘*« Often,’ continued this blessed angel of God in 
humaa form, who had met me, ‘ often when Iam tempt- 
ed to sin, or cherish unworthy motives, or low aims, I 
feel that Nelly’s eyes are reading my soul, and J am in- 
stantly checked by the thought. I am led to avoid what 
is wrong, lest I become unworthy of my exalted, but 
invisible companion. My joys and sorrows I do not 
bear alone, for I know that she shares them. And if 
this be so with me, George, how much more is it so 
with you, whom Nelly loved so deyotedly, and for whom’ 
in death, she prayed so fervently ?’ 

‘‘ Every word was a keener thrust at my spirit. I 
trembled violently ; my knees smote each other, my 
teeth shook, as with an ague, a deathly sickness Op- 
pressed me, and the heavy dew of anguish stood out in 
drops upon my brow. 

‘“‘My young attendant perceived my agitation, but 
did not penetrate to the cause. ‘Do not mourn so for 
Nelly, happy Nelly,’ she said, in heavenly, tones, seek- 
ing to comfort me ; ‘ she is still with you, George, is at 
this moment beside you,’ 

“Ab, did I not know it! Did I 7 ei pale, 
ghastly, severe, reproachful, with ld. hand on 
mine, her piereing eyes penetrating my soul, her deep 
voice repeating again and again, ‘You dare not 
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; ‘He #0. P.”) speaks of my “ pretended reverence for 
the Scriptures.” If by “Scriptures” he means the pa- 
per, ink, boards, etc, which go to make up the book 
called the Bible, I deny that I have, or have pretended 
to have any more reverence for materials so used than I 
have for those used in writing or printing the Koran or 
the Vedas, or any other book; but if he means the 
rruTHs of which men have made some record, (according 
to their perceptigns of them,) in the Jewish and Christian 
sacred writings, fen I avow that my reverence is no pre- 
tence, but the deepest sentiment of my being. And I 
have the same reverence for all other truths, whether 
recorded or unrecorded—whether “ found on Christian 
or on heathen ground.” 

Tt seems to me, Mr. Editor, the whole matter of dif- 
ference between ‘‘O. P.” and myself can be com- 
pressed into a very small nutshell; and that the real 
merit of the case must be apparent to even a very ob- 
lique pair of eyes. Suppose Mr. “O. P.’”’ should to- 
day lose his Bible, or it should get burned up, and he 
be so cireumstanced that he could never get another 
copy—would all his religion and reformatory power be 
lost with the book? Have not his own interiors become 
in any measure so unfolded as to respond to the teach- 
ings of Jesus and Paul and John? Has he not found 
the same waters of eternal truth springing up within him- 
self? Does he not claim to have received the “ baptism 
of the Holy Ghost,” which is declared to be capable of 
leading into ALL TRuTH? Would he not be as confi- 
dent to-morrow, as he is to-day, that the Eternal Father 
lives, and that all His offspring have eternal life in the 
Son? and as earnest to live in accordance with these 
glorious truths? I think he will answer all these que- 
ries (except the first,) in the affirmative ; and if so, he 
asserts all that I averred in the quotation he has so 
misused, 

, I meant to assert that the TruTH itself is superior to 
all men’s records of it, whether in Bible, Koran, Shas- 
tras or Vedas,—that it is indestructible, while records 
are perishable, and subserve transient purposes,—and 
that the human soul, when sufficiently developed, is 
competent to receive and perceive truth for itself, by 
virtue of z¢s own relations to the Infinite Fount of Truth, 
and independently of the perceptions, records and teach- 
ings of other human beings around it. 

1 “But,” says O. P., “my difficulty—a difficulty 
which he still persists in not explaining—is, to under- 
stand how the human soul is to become ‘sufficiently ex- 
panded, purified and illuminated,’ to * supeisede: all 
other revealers of God’s truth,’ without the aid of a 
written revelation—without the help of the external 
teaching he so much decries? and why, permit me to 
inquire again, have not those nations who have not been 
blessed with the light of the ‘ dry record of other men’s 
experience,’ never risen to be such wonderful revealers 
of God’s truth,—and why are they not now inspired ‘to 
speak or write new Bibles? if that is really a work so 
easily accomplished as my friend seems to suppose.” 

» Lreply, 1 MMPrepeatedly explained this difficulty, 
as I thought sufficiently for ordinary comprehension, but 


fier the style of the 
from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, when 
church was “not ignorant of spiritual gifts,” but was 
“zealous” of them ; and when, as they came together, 
the various manifestations of ‘ prophesying” (or ex- 
hortation), “discerning of spirits,” « ing in un- 
known tongues,,” ete., oceurred. The princi speaker 
of the evening was Miss Smith, of this city, through 
whose lips were uttered many forcible appeals to the re- 
ligious and emotional sensibilities of the hearers. An- 
other lady, from Worcester, whose name we do not re- 
eall, was also “moved in spirit,” and made to address 
the audience in.a very creditable manner. The inspir- 
iting spirits did not attempt to enter upon the fields of 
philosophy, but addressed themselves to the heart rather 
than to the intellect ; nor did they aspire to the graces of 
rhetoric or oratory, but their exhortations were caleula- 
ted to leave an elevating impression on the religious 
sensibilities. 

At the close, as appears to have been often the case, 
in the earlier Christian assemblies (1 Cor. xiy.), some 
exhibitions not entirely “ in order,” oceurred—that is, a 
medium was controlled to speak and sing “in an un- 
known tongue,” when there was “ no interpreter.” It 
would, perhaps, have been more “to edification’’ if 
this one had heeded Paul’s advice, and “ kept silence in 
the church ;”” yet the occasion furnished at least a good 
commentary upon, and practical enforcement of, the old 
Apostle’s recommendation. It is surely desirable that 
all mediums become so developed that “the spirits of the 
prophets” shall be “ subject to the prophets,” and all 
subject to the guidance of wisdom, so that “ all things 
may be done decently and in order.” 

Meetings are held at this place on Thursday and Sat- 
urday evenings, as well as on Sundays ; and they doubt- 
less meet the wants of a large class of minds, not so 
well met elsewhere. 

Since the above was written, we have received from Dr. A. B. 


Child a notice of recent meetings at this place, from which we 
extract the following relating to previous oceasions> - 

“Dr. A, Parcs, of Springfield, during the last week, and on 
Sunday morning and afternoon, delivered a course of five free 
lectures on the Philosophy of Spiritualism. The hall has been well 
filled with intelligent audiences, who have listened to these lee- 
tures with a deep interest. The lectures were able and eloquent, 
were full of power and sourtl reason; and they have carried 
proof and conviction to many who were in doubt, and joy to 
those who already believe the truths of Spiritualism.’’ 


‘ 


Aw Inrant Meprum.—The Angola, Ind., Truth- 
Seeker, makes the stibjoined statement on the authority 
of “a gentleman of age and extensive experience in the 
medical profession, and second to none in philosophical 
soundness of mind, and weight of moral character.” A 
young child, not capable of speaking or walking, was 
placed on a table in the centre of the room, when the 
accompanying raps imparted intelligence correctly, un- 
known, at the time, to any person present. The table 
oscillated to and fro, as if rocking the child in a oradle. 
This phenomenon was produced by some invisible and 
incomprehensible agent. 


“DIABOLISM” NOT “SPIRITUAL.” 

As we apprebendcd, the story which we copied, two 
or three weeks since, under the head of “ Spiritual 
Diabolism,” from the Christian Repository, turns out 
to be mainly a sheer fabrication. The last issue of 
that paper has the following statement, from the father 
of the lady who was said to have been “* bewitched.” 
We met, a few days since, with Mr. Newman, and 
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It is doubtless true, as a general rule, that the 
the degree of susceptibility, (and consequently the 
Sewer individuals a sensitive person is able to come into 
agreeable contact with,) the loftier, more refined, more 
beautiful and truly spiritual are the truths which can be 
received and transmitted to others. For this reason is 


it, that through what are called test-mediums,—who of- 


fer their services promiscuously to the public, and who 
are necessarily kept, in order to do this, from becoming 
specially sensitive,—it is seldom that teachings of a 
high moral or philosophical character can be obtained 
to any extent. Those who are qualified to be channels 
of highest truth cannot come into constant and pro- 
miscuous mingling of spheres, with the gross, the sen- 
sual, the unrefined, as is necessary for the giving of 
tests. Hence they are seldom found acting as public 
media; and those who aspire to that high condition eannot 
expect to derive a subsistence from the use of their 
powers in this way. The highest truths are not gener- 
ally the most palatable, and are not likely to command 
the highest price in the market. All mercenary motives 
must therefore be renounced by earnest seekers for 
truth. 

More than this; the more susceptible persons be- 
come, and the higher the plane of development they 
reach, the more will they be misunderstood, misinter- 
preted, perbaps ridiculed and maligned. Those, there- 
fore, who would “seek earnestly the best gifts”? must 
make up their minds to “ become of no reputation ” 
among the unspiritual, and to be crucified to the world. 

These considerations should be taken into account by 
those who are seeking for the increase of spiritual sus- 
ceptibilities, though they should deter none from the 
path of obvious duty. Let them ‘count the cost,” and 
proceed with their eyes open. But to the article of Dr. 
Underhill") 


MEDIUMISTIO VISUAL UNFOLDMENT, OR THE BLUE ROOM. 

To be amedium, not, only to receive impressions, but 
to transmit messages free from bias, and unalloyed or 
uninfluenced by one’s own views, is the most perfectly 
Christlike condition any individual can attain to on this 
earth. Nor is this condition attainable without’ some- 
what imitating the habits and practices of the gentle 
Nazarene, in his quiet and retiring movements. Sup- 
pose an unfolding medium desires to see spirits—let 
him make the outward conditions bear upon that point. 
Without the blue in nature, we should have no external 
vision. The sky above and around is blue—sky-blue is 
symbolic of the heavenly. Blue, then, is an element of 
vast importance, The medium should wear blue, have 
a room to retire to papered with blue, have a globe or 
bottle filled with a solution of blue vitriol, perhaps, for the 
the eye to rest upon. Let this bottle be placed above, 
on the north side of the room, so that the medium’s head 
be thrown back, resting easy at an angle of, say forty- 
five degrees. Let the person frequently bathe the feet 
in water with blue clay in it, Also let him bind at night a 
thin flake of mica (isinglass,) upon the forehead. These 
let.the person at stated times enter this room, seat him 
or herself, as the case may be, fix the eyes upon the blue 
fluid,and surrender themselves to the influence. Very little 
light should be admitted. If the chair of the medium 
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or as my constitution, organization, and general adapted- 
ness may point out. What I ask is—first, light; secondly, 

dge; thirdly, wisdom; foarthly, to be useful to 
my fellows ; fifthly, social and filial love ; sixthly, to be 
a daily receiver from the spheres above, of such as I am 
capable of comprehending, and distributing to others if 
required ; and seventhly, harmony and happiness within. 
Such would become Spiritualists in reality. To females 
this article is more particularly addressed, as they are to 
be first unfolded, and take a laboring part in the reforms 
now unfolding on this earth. 


Stow, Aug. 9, 1856. 


“DRED” A MEDIUM. 

The most casual reader of Mrs. Stowe’s new book, if 
conversant with the spirit-developments of the day, 
must observe that the hero is nothing more nor less than 
amedium. His gifts are somewhat peculiar, and the 
manifestations through him often vague and eccentric. 
The shrewd authoress knew well that she was striking a 
popular vein in introducing this character into her 
drama. She knew too that it would not be prudent to 
make use of the much abused terms adopted by Spirit- 
ualists. If she wished the pill to slide easily down the 
public throat, it was better to coat it with sugar; so she 
has endowed the personage in question with all the 
characteristics of mediumship, without using any blunt 
terms that might touch people’s prejudices. The fol- 
lowing extracts will sufficiently substantiate what we 
have said :— ‘ 

“We shall find it difficult to give a suitable name to 
the strange and abnormal condition in which this singu- 
lar being, of whom we are speaking, passed the most of 
his time. It was a state of exaltation and trance, which 
yet appeared not at all to impede the exercise of his 
outward and physical faculties, but rather to give them 
a preternatural keenness and intensity, such as some- 
times attends the more completely developed phenomena 
of somnambulism. 

“ Dred was under the inspiring belief that he was the 
subject of visions and supernatural communications. 
The African race are said by mesmerists to possess in 
the fullest degree, that peculiar temperament which fits 
them for the evolution of mesmeric phenomena; and 
hence the existence among them, to this day, of men 
and women who are supposed to have peculiar magical 
powers. The grandfather of Dred, on his mother’s 
side, had been one of these reputed African sorcerers ; 
and he had early discovered in the boy this peculiar 
species of temperament. That mysterious and singular 
gift, whatever it may be, which Highland seers. denom- 
inate second ‘sight, is a very common tradition among 
the negroes; and there is not wanting thousands of 
reputed instanees among them to confirm the belief in 
it. What this faculty may be we shall not pretend to 
aay. 

“It was, however, an absolute fact with regard to 
Dred, that he bad often escaped danger by means of a 
peculiarity of this kind. He had been warned from 
particular places where the hunters had lain in wait for 
him ; bad foreseen in times of want where game might 
be ensnared, and received intimations where 
were to be found in whom he might safely confide; and 
often chanced to be so singularly true, as to invest his 
sayings with a singular awe and importance 


A. Unprrntt. 


a among his " 
mibctiatenrulle Yee; gi wey cooowel mle |; 


And even the ejaculation so common to childhood, | 
savoring as it does somewhat of popery, springs from 
the same sense of trust and protection through the quiet 
hours of rest,— 

“Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John, 
Bless the bed 
_ That I lie on,” 
though we never remember to have said it at a mother’s. 
knee, but generally on that gossamer bridge between 
drowsiness and dreams, of which languor is the architect, 
and peace the toll-gatherer, and crossing which the spirit 
is lulled by Eden zephyrs. 

There is something sublimely beautiful in the thought 
that freed spirits, rejoicing in heaven’s ineffable light, 
and the fulness of its joy, may wing their way to every 
humble bedside in the land, and there keep watch and 
ward that no harm come near. Ah! how many a poor, 
despised, dejected creature, lying upon a bed of straw, 
kicked out from even the cold charities of the world, 
has royal watchers, even they who ministered to Christ. 
What.a ministry ! how full of trustful, beautiful elo- 
quence! Without, the stars burn.in the holy sky like 
sentinels in golden armor. The little villages nestle at 
the foot of the hills under the quiet light, and the great 
cities look up from their own dimmer jets of gas, mar- 
shalling off row after row, while only now and then the 
sullen rumble of wheels disturbs the ear of sensitive 
night. Away widens the great ocean, flowing silently 
from under the keels of congregated vessels, its depth 
dark, and awfully still—out from the harbor stretching 
along—wider, deeper, blacker and more motionless, 
catching the beams of heaven and wearing them as a 
giant would upon its terrible bosom. And while all this 
beauty and mystery are without, and this silence and 
greater mystery locked in sleep within, down. come the 
dear angels, and perchancerbrighten our dreams; or if 
we awaken, keep our hearts quiet and our souls peace- 
ful. They bend over the bed of woe and restlessness, 
and soften the lot of the patient invalid. They gather , 
above the couches of the dying, and smile with ineffable 
serenity, to think how the now living will wonder why 
they wept. They go to the sinning, let us hope, wher- 
ever their pure eyes sée one white flower of innocence 
among the unwholesome weeds of the bad heart, and 
perhaps they tend and water that singls white-leayed 
flower with the holy tears of tenderness, till kindred 
buds. spring up from its roots. And some way, we know 
not why, to us it seems that night is the harvest time of 
the angels, Repentant tears water the pillow oftener 
than the desk. If ill deeds have been done when black 
looks bright-in the garish sun, night gives them the 
color of their guilt. Then the thought of what has 
been spoken or acted, and its possible consequences, 
Sometimes strikes evil its death-blow. Then the pale 
face and the words of anguish baunt the heart, and 
angels bear the tidings to heaven that restitution shall be 
made even four fold. Then the mother’s loving coun- 
sels of long ago seem breathing in the wind, and rust- 
ling in the leaves. Then the words of the faithful ser- 
mon print the darkness; the bush of night seems a 
universal voice, and the trembling soul its only listener. 


. ‘Bre HER Newroy :—I wish to say a few words 
the friends of Spiritualism, (and enemies, too,) in favor 
Ir. and rs. Coan and John F. Coles’ Spiritual 
ings. Ata meeting holden by them in this 
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who disprove these things’ know not 

a labor they are aed’ Can ‘that they are in the 
right, and man will say, “ Let us eat and drink, for tc 

feniee we die?” for im striving to rebut the evidences 
of spiritual truth they are ‘undermining the foundation: 

of all belief in immortality. Like Samson, they are 
taking away the pillars, and the whole temple of reli- 
gidus truth will fall with them. 

The time has come and gone by when the question of 
man’s, communion with the spirit-world can be dis 
puted. If he can prove anything, he can prove this. 
The facts are too abundant, the witnesses too numerous 
to be disputed. The opposer may hide his head like 
the ostrich, but he cannot blot out the sun of truth. 
Spiritualism, as a fact, is so established that it cannot 
be discredited.. But our work is not alone to prove that 
man is immortal; that is but a small part of the labor ; 
we have other and higher ends to ke attained, or Spirit- 
ualism will be despised. 

I propose to call your attention to some labors that 
are necessary on the part of Spiritualists to accomplish 
man’s redemption. I intend to point out, not their vir- 
tues, but their faults. The great error has been that of 
magnifying our own virtues and overlooking our failings. 
Presbyterians see faults in others; they can expose 
those of the Methodists ; but they cannot see their own. 
And the Methodist in his turn is equally blind to his 
own-errors ; but ready to perceive those of his neigh- 
bors. This is the universal tendency of the sects. Now 
Spiritualists have been too often guilty of the same. 
They are often finding fault with orthodoxy because it 
has not reformed the world, and forget. their own 
short-comings in this respect. I propose to turn about 
and look at our own demerits. We produce ten thous- 
and times ten thousand faets, and yet the world turns 
from us with contempt. Why is it? There is a just 
reason. 

It is not that the doctrine of Spiritualism is new. 
Jesus taught that man was subject to spiritual influences ; 
more, that every individual believer should become a 

. medium—should “ speak with tongues, heal the sick, 
cast out devils.”” And noone was acknowledged as a 
disciple of his, except as he gave evidence of medi- 
umistic power. Now this power in Jesus himself, as well 
as in his disciples, was only received in compliance with 
certain conditions. He taught his followers that a par- 
ticular power was only to be attained through prayer and 
fasting. And even he with all his faith could not do 
many mighty works in those countries»where he was 
looked upon with scorn and contempt,—conditions were 
unfavorable, inharmonious. 

In accordance with this doctrine, circles have been 
formed among Spiritualists with the design to develop 
themselves. It is found necessary that there should be 
passivity, quiet, harmony. If there be inharmony, and 
wrangling, it is often the case that some member or 
members should be rejected. Another fact is confirmed 
by experience,—that even when the circles are harmoni- 
ous, the manifestations are not always of the same char- 
acter. It is found that the character of the circle deter- 
mines the character of the manifestations. 

‘Now the great error of persons in endeavoring to 
develop. themselves is this,—they a paid strict atten- 
tion to external, but not enough to the internal requi- 
sites. It is here that Spiritualism is weak; it has pro- 
duced facts enough, but has not developed character to 
command the respect, of the world. Just so Jong as 
Spiritualism is bankrupt in character—just in propor- 
tion as the manifestatious fail to command the respect of 
‘the pure and good, will it excite contempt. The differ- 
ence between ancient and modern Spiritualism is not in 
the maoner of being imprest but rather in the pre 
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ly with the igh 
the right kind of influences, and have presented the 
must not turn our backs on this truth ; but it is time to 
inquire what is to be done. 
A John Baptist must come before we can look for the 


kingdom of heaven in the world or the heart. Not an 


individual Elias, but the spirit of God Jehovah, calling 
men to repentance, preparing the way of the Lord and 
making his paths straight. It is necessary for the spirit 
to come that shall elevate us out of selfishness and ani- 
mality, and then it will be time enough to look for the 
coming of the Messiab. But take the world as it is, 
sélfish, low and impure, and to think of persons. sitting 
down in mere outward harmony, with the thought that. 
the kingdom of heavéh will flow down to them, is all 
false and unphilosophical. Spiritualism can never bring 
about the redemption of man unless this Elias come 
and prepare the way. 

We Fo try to make salvation cheap; but there is 
no other way than that which Jesus taught—by pluck- 
ing up selfishness, passion and lust by the roots. We 
can purchase redemption just as cheap as he, and no 
cheaper,—by complying with the conditions as he did ; 
so that there was nothing left in him for the evil one, 
and he was in that interior condition that God could 
speak through him. 

It is time we become in earnest. It is time that men 
should make sacrifice of their lusts as well as their 
money for the advancement of goodness and truth.’ 
Spiritualists have been anxious to take away the fear of 
hell from people’s eyes, and emancipate them from theo- 
logical thraldom, They have taken away the sting of 
death by showing that it had no power to take our loved 
ones from us. In accomplishing this, they have done a 
great deal. But it is a question if much permanent 
benefit has been derived, if they have done this and no 
more. They should make men know the solemn moral 
responsibilities that rest upon them: They should feel 
that life is no trifling affair—that each instant is laden 
with destinies that call for earnest action. 


EVENING DISCOURSE. 
PRAYER. 

I propose to consider the means by which an elevated 
interior condition is to be attained and maintained. 
When Jesus was inquired of by his disciples how the 
power and wisdom they desired were to be acquired, he 
said it was by prayer and fasting. It was thus. that he 
had attained this condition. I propose to look at the 
philosophy of this kind of exercise which qualified bin 
for his work—by means of which the spirit of truth 
could come and speak and act through him. By under- 
standing the means, we may know how to obtain the 
same. 

The condition of prayer has instinetively recom- 
mended itself to all, whether understood or not. Every 
one has a perception of use in it. Philosophy has been 
unable to reconcile the idea of a Deity, with that that 
he could be influenced by prayer. Prayer has been 
ridiculed ; the bigot has made it such an unphilosophical 
exercise. It is the common idea, that by some means 
the divine mind is affected. It is not understood how, 
it is not defivitely thought that God can be changed or 
disturbed ; but he has said that he will be inquired of, 
and men pray from a sense of duty, convinced that they 
shall obtain a blessing. — 

Those persons who love to pray in the synagogues 
and in public places, never have been able to appeal to 


by which we can peroeive him ; “having eyes we 
not.” If we did see God, we shotld realize his actual 
presence ; so the angel ‘@ journey to perform 
in ministering between us and Him. We have heard 

ers tell their hearers that they must make haste, 
for the angels were waiting, and they would get tired 
and leave them. This gives a false idea; God knows 
before the angel starts what he has:to communicate. It 
is false that the angels go from one ‘place: to another ; 
the difference between them and usiis not one of space 
nor distance, but of condition. The: angel ministers 
as to condition ; he takes the principles of the divine and 
brings them to the world. b. 

If God could speak to us directly, so that we could 
hear and understand, there would be no need of angels ; 
but God is invisible to us, or we see him through a 
glass, darkly ; hence the need-of beings who see better 
than we, to bring down the truth to us. Were there 
not such angels, the natural world would know nothing 
of ‘the spiritual; for the physital faculties cannot per- 
ceive divine truth. — oh 

Now prayer determines the taeans by which we eome 
into communion with different societies of angels and 
with the Divine. When I hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, when my whole heart goes up like the 
perfume of a flower, in aspitation for the good and true, 
I offer means of union with spiritual beings, and the an- 
gels respond to that condition, noite with me, and pour 
into my soul the wisdom of the higher spheres. We do 
not feel at all times alike. There are times when we 
feel a holy influence about ts, and our hearts seem filled 
with love to God and loys teutthn, So long os we con- 
tinue in that state we can never be false or untrue.— 
Angelic natures will then be able to breathe their love 
into our souls, and bring us nearer to God. When in 
this condition I bow my head in prayer, I, so to speak, 
reach up my hands, and the higher circles reach down 
and elevate me to their sphere,—my affections are puri- 
fied, my understanding enlightened. But when we are 
filled with care and anxiety ; when we are irritable, dis- 
contented and unhappy ; when all is angular, harsh and 
discordant, we are surrounded by different influences, 
and we cannot hold communion with those higher beings 
who lead us into harmonious truth. 

We must, then, cultivate our aspirations for goodness, 
purity and truth; and this aspiration must be constant. 
It is not enough that we pray morning and evening— 
though this is better than nothing—but we must begin 
in the morning, and continue through the day. By 
keeping up this exercise of the mind we shall make rap- 
id progress ; elevated spirits will attend us; and the 
truth will come leaping and dashing through the mind, 
one cannot tell how. ‘‘ Like the wind, no one can tell 
whence it cometh or whither it goeth.” 

Spiritualism, by the facts and laws it has developed, 
demonstrates this truth. In regard to our connection 
with the spirit-world, it shows that our conduct will de- 
termine the character of the influences that will come 
upon us. There are always exalted spirits anxious to 
bring us the truth; and if they can make us mediators 
between them and the world, they will do it. The indi- 
vidual who brings himself into high conditions will nev- 
er be alone. Angels will be always about him, striving 
to raise him another degree and another. 


The lecturer closed with an earnest and impressive 
appeal to Spiritualists to make their faith more a matter 
of the affections and less of the intellect. He showed 
how much more power for good lay in heart-work than 
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| N.S. Gre | ‘Mass., Trance Speaker. 
4H. P. Farerrexp, Wilbrabam, Mass., Trance Speaker. = 


Grmson Surruy, » South Shaftsbury, Vt. 008 


. Hewrrr, formerly editor of the New Ere, lectures on 
piritualism as @ Scicnce, as clearly proved as chemistry, or any 
of the natural sciences Also on its Philosophy and its Uses, em- 
bracing as may be demanded in any locality, much or little of the 
wide range of earnest thought and vital truth which this vast and 
important subject affords. He may be addressed at 15 Franklin 
st., Boston, Mass. 

Joun M. Spzar will answer calls to attend free meetings on 
Sundays, for directly practical purposes, during the months of 
September, October, and November. Address J. M. Srran, 
Melrose, Mass. Melrose \is seven miles from Boston, on the 
Boston and Maine Railroad. House, second east of the depot. 


STEPHEN Morse, “The Blind Sculptor,” of Springfield, Mass., 
will lecture on Modern Spiritualism, when desired. 


Let it be understood that in ouncing these names, we make 
no endorsement of the teac s of these several speakers. 
Those who'speak in the normal state are expected to present 
their individual. views of truth, each in his or her own way; 
while those who are used as instruments for disembodied intelli- 
gences do not themselves undertake to be responsible for what is 
spoken. Truth must bear her own credentials. 


MEETINGS IN BOSTON AND VICINITY. 


Jor: Trrrany, Ese., of Ohio, will lecture at the Music 
Hall on Sunday next, 19tk inst., at 3 P. M. and at7 P.M. Ad- 
mittance to each lecture 10 cents. 

Mr. Tirrany will speak, if desired, in the vicinity of Boston, 
on the evenings of the week days, from the 13th to the 18th inst. 


Mernrryes 1x Bratrie Street, No. 15, at the Hall of the 
“Spiritnal Association,” on Sundays, morning, afternoon, and 
eyening ; also Saturday evenings. Speaking usually by entranced 
mediums. Admission free. Rooms open at all times during the 
week for information respecting Spiritualism, interviews with 
mediums, sale of books and papers, &c. Social Meetings on 
Thursday evenings. 


Meerimcs mv CHapman Hatt, School st.—On Sunday after- 
noons, Conference Meetings, relating strictly to the Phenomena 
and Philesophy of Spirituxlism. In the evening, Discussions of 
Philosophical and Reform questions. Circles for development in 
the morning at 10 o’clock.,, Admittance to all meetings, 5 cents. 

Question for consideration next Sunday evening: 

Can the claims of the advocates of the Woman’s Rights move- 
ment be admitted with benefit to mankind ? 

P.I, BuackeEr. 

MEETINGS IN CHELSEA, on Sundays, morning and evening, 
at Guild’s Hall, corner of Hawthorn and Bellingham streets. 
D. F. Gopparp, regular speaker. Seats free. 
een 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 

Horepatz Home Scuoou. — The next (winter) term of this 
school will commence on the first Thursday (the 6th) of Novem- 
ber. Parents and guardians wishing to place their children or 
wards under constant and healthful moral and social influences, 
may here find an opportunity of realizing their wishes. For cir- 
culars, containing particular information, please address either of 
the principals. 


Wrturum 8. Hayrwoop,: Piineinal 
Anais 8, Haxwoon, SPE e. 


HopepA.e, (Milford) Mass., Sept. 23, 1856. oct. 4-4¢ 


Rey. Urntan Cruark anp Lapy’s Remoyat to Avsurn, N.Y. 
Mr. and Mrs. Clark have changed their residence from Williams- 
burg to Auburn, N.Y., and propose to make Central and Western 
New York their principal field of spiritual labor. They will 
answer calls together; or Mr. Clark will stand ready to officiate 
alone at marriages and funerals, and as a lecturer, psychometer, 
and healing medium. After the 25th inst., they will also be pre- 
pared to receive a few patients and visitors, who may be desirous 
of testing the spiritual cure. 

SOC REN UE NA ASS 
A BEAUTIFUL GIFT BOOK, 


THE BOUQUET 
Of Spiritual Flowers ; 


Received chiefly through the Mediumship of Mrs. J. S. Adams, 
BY A. B. CHILD, M. D, 

Tue “ Liy Wreatn” was receiyed with so, much favor by the lovers of 
spiritual truths, that in compliance with the wishes of many individuals, a 
continuation is issued under the name of “ ‘Tan Bogugt,” 
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IN WARE, MASS. 


Mrs. Almeda Dexter, Healing Medium, gives notice that she wil 1 
be at her brother’s, in Ware, Mass., three days of each week, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays, for the purpose of examining eases of disease 
Charges—For examination and prescriptions when the patient is present , 
50 cts. ; by letter, $1.00. 


General ‘A dwertisements, = 


ME. E, J. FRENCH, Clairvoyant and Healing Physi- 
cian, office 780 Broadway, second. floor, front room. The morbid 
conditions of the human organism delineated and prescribed for with un- 
paralleled success. 

: Teams — For examination and prescription $5, when the patient is present 

i if absent $10, All subsequent examinations $2. Termis strictly in 

advance. Tn order toinsure prompt attention some of the leading symp- 
toms must be given, when sending a lock of hair. 

a — 10 to 1, and from 2 to 4, except Suturdays and Sundays. 

pt. 20. : 


C. STILES, M. D., Physician and Surgeon, Bridge- 
Ae port, Ct , Independent Clairvoyant, and Psychometric Delineator of 
Character. Dr. S. is not put into @ mesmeric sleep, but appears in a 
perfect normal condition, but the superior development of his powers,” 
enable him clearly to see the interior of the human system of the individual 
before him, and with aceurary deséribe the disease and feelings of the 
patient, and also prescribe the remedy for the cure, or relief, if incurable, 
as thousands can testify. Terms—For examination a eo Hage $2.00. 
If absent. by a lock of hair, $3.00. For Psychometric Delineation of Char- 
acter, $2.00; to obtain this, the autograph of the individual must be 
oa To secure attention the money must always accompany the 
je! r. 
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R. ABBOTT’S MEDICINES. —Otr Cholera Cordial 
_can be depended on to cure Cholera, Cholera Morbus, Dysentery—has 

been in constantuse since the cholera season of 1832. Peach Cordial will 

eure debility, fuintness at the stomach, and is an excellent Tonic Cordial. 

Our Panacea will cure Coughs, Cold, and Asthma. The Canker Cordia! will 

cure the Canker in the mouth and stomach and Canker Humors in the 

Blood. ‘‘ Female Restorative”—for Female. Debi lity. 

P. 8.—Spiritual and Mesmerie Prescriptions put up with care. 
J. & BENJ. F. ABBOTT, 214 Hanovor St. 


ei ee ee 
te AND WOOD. Atlen Putnam & Co., of Roxbury 
near the Boston line, on Northampton. str keep constantly on 
hand an assortment of COAL, WOOD and BARK, which will be delivered 
in Roxbury or Boston at the fair market price. Approved orders.at the 


B. CHILD, M. D., DENTIST. NO, 15 TREMONT 
Ae  Stné6t, Boston, Mass. L 


ee ee ee 
pene INFIRMARY. Docror Barron cures Can- 


._Hcers and Cancerous Humors, without the use of the knife or torturing 
with caustic, and with but little pain and inconvenience to patients, by ap- 
plying a cerate which has a chemical action, destroying the vitality of the 
cancers, causing a separation between the cancer and the surrounding tis- 
sues, and an opening of the integuments over it, so that in a few days the 
tumor will escape, root and branch. The opening in the flesh thus made 
heals up in a short time, soundly, leaving no traces of the Cancer bebind. 
Over 200 cases have been cured by this process. The Doctor continues to 
attend to Scrofula, Erysipelas. and al eases, in which he has had ¢ suc- 
cess for the last twelve years. Clairvoyant examinations atteuded to as 
formerly, Galland satisfy yourselves of the unremitting effort and deter- 
mination of the Doctor to conquer and subdue disease in his fellow.man. 

REUBEN BARRON, Botanic and Clairvoyant Physician 
18—3m Palmer, 


ENTISTRY. Dr. N. H. SWAIN, Dentist, Columbus, 
Ohio. * Satisfaction guaranteed in all cases, and prices reasonable. 


cig os _ RS CSS SE? EN SERUM See Te Se 
ENNY & COMPANY, dealers in Carpetings, of every 


variety. of Fabric and Quality, Hall over Maine Railroad Depot, 
Haymarket Square, Boston. . : 


beer MEDICINE STORE. The subscriber has located 
at Store No, 456 Washington street, for the sale of ECLECTIC and 
BOTANIC Medicines, Roots, Herbs, Barks, Toilet Articles, &e. Also, PUT- 
NAM’S ERADICATIVE, for Scrofala and all impurities of the blood, Pre- 
scriptions caretully prepared and put up. Kxaminations by one of the best 


healing mediums, 
FRANKLIN PUTNAM, 


9—3m No, 368 Washington street. 


ENNIKER SPRING WATER. — Persons wishing. to 

A obttin Water from the celebrated Spring at West Henniker, N. H., 

are informed that they can be supplied by enclosing $2.00 to 8. M. CURRIER 

West Hewniker, N. H., who for this sum will forward one barrel of. Wate r 
according to directions. sept. 20: 


ere ee eer OF eee ee 
N ASYLUM FOR THE AFFLICTED. Healing’ by 

ds. CHAR: MAIN, 
an Aaya for the iced, at No Dus Sue Sioson here et 


prepared to accommodate patients desiring treatment b; Ve process, 
on moderate terms. y ae PRE Ses 


{>> Patients desiring board should give no 
singe ay ee ote te Tn pomnerenan 
oat fom. oe Bali: Sgnen oilne otha eae ia ieee 
assure by iligenes rn tha pigner Tis Sat 8 esses Si 
x 0 con from tod p. M. 


Office hours from 9 to 12 a. at., 


HE REMEDIES OF NATU 
Ec Satanic ths teed 


sequent exauiinations, $2. ite et 
_AYING HANDS ON THE SICK. WV. 'T, Osb 


Conetimptive a: 
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She janet nin, end to my ‘beast. 
Perhaps she is less dear 
Than those of whom my life are part— 
This is the sin I fear. 
And even in the dread to err, 
Ay, loving those the best, 
More gentle have I been to her 
Perhaps, than all the rest. 
Has any little fault occurred, 
That may rebuke demand, 
Ere I can speak a hasty word, 
Or lift a chiding hand, 
An angel's face comes flitting by, 
With looks so sad and mild, 
A voice floats softly from the sky— 
** Would ’st harm my orphan child ?” 
No! witness thou, and all above, 
T’ll cherish her as mine ; 
Or may I lose her father’s love— 
A loye that once was thine! 


HEAVEN IN THYSELP. 


Where God abides, there heaven will be; 
There its full glory thou wilt see; 

In one sure home thou God wilt find, 
He dwelleth in the peaceful mind. 


To thy longing after heayen 
Eyen here shall full relief be given— 
The great commandment keep—the other, 
Which maketh every man thy brother; 
So shalt thou heayen’s full glory see,— 
For God himself then comes to thee. 
[New Jerusalem Messenger. 


PAITH IN TIME. 


Though life be dark with grief and crime, 
Though virtue wait and suffer long ; 
Yet,,ere the end, the lapse of Time 
Confirms the right, confounds the wrong. 
Truth must prevail. Meanwhile, endure. 
Of worldly peace let worldlings boast; 
Amid the storms of life, be sure 
The loftiest spirits suffer most. 


THE ELEVENTH COMMANDMENT. 


A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another. 
(John xiii, 34, 
The learned and pious Usher once, unknown, 
Came to an English priest on foot, alone, 
And asked his leave to preach the ensuing morn; 
But on the tray’ler he looked down with scorn. 
The jeering priest demanded if he knew 
Heaven’s high commands—how many or how few. 
Usher replicd, that God’s commandments given 
On. sacred record, were, in all, eleven. 
The priest directed (this good man to mock,) 
That on th’ eleventh he should address his flock. _ 
He did ; and, brought to tears, the people heard 
What he as Christ’s peculiar law declared, 
That all, by deeds alone, their faith should prove, 
And every man his brother learn to love. 


The priest, confounded, in amazement stares, 
For he’d “ received an angel unawares.” 


POSSESSION IN MADNESS. 

I do verily believe that people do very much wrong 
both the Devil and melancholy people, in calling the un- 
avoidable effects of their disease the temptations of 
Satan, and the language of that disease a compliance 
with them. They do both ascribe to the Devil a greater 
power than he hath, and vex the diseased person more 
than they need to do: for, though I do not question, 
but'that Evil Spirit, through the permission of God is. 
the cause of many painful sicknesses. that come upon 

pet. t there are also many such that are. the 
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regenerated, acting for myself, respected 
by all, and beloved by the - and beautiful 
creature, who had, the night. re gg interposed | | 
between me and utter ruin. 
band — she cherished my children—she looked up 
to me confidingly, and in love; I saw myself the 
successful merchant, whose name was a synonym of 
honor, integrity and charity. I saw my parents making 
the descent of the hill of life, calmly and peacefully, 
blessing God for their child, who was the staff of their 
old age — and while I gazed, the spectre finger of my 
phantom companion pointed at the tableaux, and her se- 
pulchral voice startled my soul, saying, ‘ Uhoose for your- 
self, to-night ! to-night! You dare not choose the former, 
you dare not refuse the latter !’ 

“The agony of my spirit was intolerable. I loathed 
and despised myself so that I would have taken refuge 
in annihilation, had it been attainable. I would, with 
my own hand, have quenched the life of my soul, had 
the means been in my poweriM My moral nature seemed 
robbed of its vitality, and I felt that a dead man might 
as well try to walk, as I to reform. Still clung to me 
in entreaty, in persuasion, in warning defiance, the fear- 
ful spectre conjured up by my excited feelings, ever 
and ever reiterating, ‘ You dare not do this crime !? 

‘“* And'so that endless night of horrors waned, until 
my torture and helplessness wrung from me the cry, 
‘Qh, God, help! help!’ Suddenly, as when at the 
mandate of Jesus the sheeted dead arose and walked, 
my palsied will stood up —I was a MaN — a new spirit 
was born within me — a divine strength was infused in- 
to my soul — and I cried aloud, ‘I will reform! I will 
begin a new life! help, God of heaven, help!’ The 
struggle was ended, and with it, almost life, and I slid, 
helpless and unconscious, from the chair to the floor. 

“ When I again opened my eyes, I was in’ bed, my 
mother beside me, with solicitude and sorrow on her face, 
while the feebleness of infancy was upon me. My 
shrieks and my heavy fall had awakened the household, 
and I was found in a state of unconsciousness, from 
which I passed into-the fiercest delirium and fever. 
For a few days I was told that my life trembled in the 
balance — but Heaven was merciful, and I was raised 
from that bed cf sickness to atone for my past mis- 
deeds. 

‘*T became rapidly convalescent, for there was heal- 
ing in the new state of mind which was born within me, 
and I began to feel impaticnt to commence my new ¢a- 
reer. So, when we were at the tea-table alone, one 
eyening, with a somewhat unsteady voice, I said, ‘ Fa- 
ther, I am not the same being I was before my sickness, 
I have done with the dissipation and folly of my past 
life, and I now wish to set myself in earnest about the 
business of life. I wish to show the world that I can 
live as wisely and virtuously as I have wickedly and 
foolishly, and if you will obtain for me a situation as 
clerk or book-keeper in a mercantile house, any where 
out. of New York, I feel that you will not again regret 
it.” 

“« My father looked at me steadily for a moment, with 
a quivering lip and a moistening eye, and then extend- 
ed to me his hand across the table; saying tremulously, 
‘T bless’ God for this, my son!’ As for my poor 
mother, ‘ she lifted up her voice,’ in the language of 
Scripture, ‘and wept.’ 

“ A situation was soon procured in Boston with one 
of the oldest firms of the city, and in a few days I en- 
tered upon my duties: Amid temptations and entice- 
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lieving in the ministration of angels?” — Ladies’ Re- 
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THE HEAVENS. 

We often hear men talking asif, somehow, they went 
up, after death, among the heavenly bodies. It were 
wrong in us to dogmatize on any such question ; but it 
seems more probable, and more scriptural, too, that 
we pass, at death, amid a purely spiritual scenery, as 
well as into a purely spiritual state—or, at least, that 
the GROSSER PHENOMENA OF MATTER will be then as 
invisible to us as are now THE MICROSCOPIC WORLDs. 
This conviction came upon us some two years ago, with 
a sudden and startling force, which we felt more than 
enough for our own minds. Taking up, shortly after, one 
of the strange reveries of poor Edgar Poe, we were as- 
tonished to find the following language :—“At death; 
these creatures, enjoying the ultimate life—immortality, 
act all things, and pass everywhere by mere volition— 
INDWELLING NOT THE STARS, which to us seem the sole 
palpabilities, and for the accommodation of which we 
blindly deem space created—but that srace) itself— 
that infinity, of which the true substantive vastness swal- 
lows up the star sHapows—blotting them out as non- 
entities from the perception of the angels.”—And again : 
‘the stars, through what we consider their materiality, 
escape the angelic sense, just as the unparticled matter 
or space, through what we consider its immateriality, 
eludes the perception of organic and incarnate beings.” 

In every death, is a rehearsal of that scene in which 
the heavens are to flee away. The sight of those fair, 
yet terrible and tantalizing heavens of ours is at the 
death-momont.of every Qhristian exchanged for that of 
spiritual scenes, which no eye hath seen, and no ear 
heard. That majestic universe, which was the nursery 
of the budding soul, dissolves like a dream, and that 
soul is admitted within the veil of the unseen, and begins 
to behold matter As 17 18, and to know now what is the 
meaning of the words, ‘‘the light inaccessible and full 
of glory.” Nor will the soul, thus introduced; sigh for 
the strange and fiery “star shadows” which surrounded 
its infancy. There was much in them that was beauti- 
ful; but there was much also that was fearful, perplex- 
ing, and sad. But here in this spirit-land, the, sun of 
truth shines. Twat city has no need of thesun nor of the 
moon to shine on it. The mind shall there begin to see, 
without cloud, or shadow, or reflected radiance, Know- 
ledge, Essence, Eternity, God, and shall look back upon 
the stars as but the bright toys of its nursery, childish 
things it has surmounted and put away.— Gilfillan. 


Benrvouence. — Hers is a calm, sweet realm—hers. 
are the green pastures and the still waters—hers the 
ways of pleasantness and paths of peace. The garden 
which she tills is the human heart, and the seeds which 
she scatters will bear their fruits in Heaven. Hers are 
the pomp of science, the splendor of genius, the glitter 
of wealth, the might of armies, With her pale fingers 
she points to the annals of the past, and they all become 
but as chaff before the wind. Yet she stops not here. 
Speaks she now in tones as solemn as the midnight bell, 
of the nothingness of human greatness. Listen again ! 
rie ye hear her clarion voice aloud that 

ar uman virtue never dies! Appears she ee ory the 
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III. That the disembodied ean. nity annaens, pase 
with those still in the flesh. 
Iv. ‘That idedlodlatte good may be’ derived from such com- 


munion, wisely used. 

These sebpsittinnt embrace what is popularly penny 

Modern Spiritualism, and the questions involved in, and growing 
out of them, are becoming THE QUESTIONS OF THE AGE —than 
which none more interesting or important were ever raised among 
men. : 
Correspondents are cordially invited to contribute facts bearing 
on the question of spirit-existence and agency, and thoughts or 
suggestions, whether their own or from the Higher Life, caleu- 
lated to throw ‘more light” on the great problems of Human 
Life, Duty, and Destiny. Those who write ina kindly, truth- 
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